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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
HILARY SWIFT FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.
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The first time at sleep-away camp can be daunting for a city
kid. It requires boarding a bus that takes you far from famil-
iar streets and into a new setting. It also means leaving your
family and friends, sometimes for weeks, with little commu-
nication.

But an escape during the summer can also be trans-
forming.

Brianna Jones would know. She grew up in Brownsville,
Brooklyn, and was 8 years old when she traveled about 65
miles north to Camp Anita Bliss Coler, one of the Fresh Air
Fund’s five overnight camps. “The first night was the rough-
est,” she said. But it didn’t take long for her to adjust and
then embrace activities like swimming in the lake and vis-
iting animals at a nearby farm.

Ms. Jones, now 23, has spent every summer there since.
As a teenager, she felt inspired to give back to the communi-
ty and trained to become a camp counselor. She was later
promoted to village leader, an administrative role. In 2017,
she was ready to take on even more responsibility and be-
came the assistant director at “Camp ABC” for girls ages 9
to 15.

This year, Ms. Jones will complete her master’s degree
in childhood and special education at St. Thomas Aquinas
College in Sparkill, N.Y., where she also coaches field hockey
and bowling. But she has no intention of leaving the camp-
ing world anytime soon. “Once you come to camp, you can

stop hiding,” she said. “You can be your-
self.”

Each year, thousands of New York
City children stay with host families or
attend one of the Fresh Air Fund’s
camps. A one-week or longer visit to a
Friendly Town volunteer host family
costs $1,113, and $2,014 sends a child to
summer camp for one session, for 12

days. The Fund hopes to raise more than $12 million by the
end of September.

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to the Fresh
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, N.Y.
10017. Families who would like to be hosts, or parents who
would like to sign up their children, may call the Fresh Air
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit FreshAir.org.

A Journey Through Fresh Air
EDITORIAL

Summer camp
can introduce
city children to a
world of new
possibilities,
even sometimes
pointing to
future careers.

Brianna Jones at St. Thomas Aquinas College, where she is working on a master’s degree.
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TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Joe Biden Announces 2020
Run for President” (nytimes.com,
April 25):

Joe Biden has spent his career
being a true public servant. He
arrives in this race with more
knowledge and experience than
every member of the Trump ad-
ministration combined. He’s not
looking to destroy the government
and disregard the Constitution.

He’s man enough to recognize
the diversity of voices within the
Democratic Party and work con-
siderately with them all. Run, Joe,
run.

SUZANNE MONIZ, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden is a decent man, but he
has not been a successful primary
candidate in the past, and I do not
think that we need another moder-
ate Democrat. The country is fed
up with the status quo.

As much as I liked Barack
Obama, his halfhearted, pro-Wall
Street response to the Great Re-
cession cost the Democrats dearly.
We need a more economically
progressive candidate, one who is
not afraid to stand up for the little
guy. Such a candidate will reach
across divisions of region, ethnicity
and gender because he or she will
appeal to a much larger constitu-
ency, the 99 percent.

The Democratic Party aban-
doned labor in the Clinton years,
when the Republicans made “liber-
alism” a dirty word. Now we’ve
seen the consequences of decades
of Reaganomics, and they aren’t
pretty. It’s time for the people to
take back our country, and Joe
Biden, as decent as he is, is not the
man to do that.

JOSH HILL, NEW LONDON, CONN.

TO THE EDITOR:

Could Joe Biden beat President
Trump? Yes. Would he be a good
president? Yes. Those are the two
most important questions, and I
can’t yet answer those questions

affirmatively for many of the de-
clared candidates, much as I may
like them or their policies. We’re in
the “remains to be seen” stage on
many of the 20.

One last factor for me places Joe
ahead of the field. With his vast
experience, he’s uniquely capable
of being able to rebuild much of
what Donald Trump has torn down
or let atrophy, such as our State
Department.

AMANDA MARKS, LOS ANGELES

TO THE EDITOR:

Joe Biden brings decades of expe-
rience and all the baggage that
goes with that. He faces a number
of huge hurdles. Can he extricate
himself from the legacy of the
Anita Hill hearings when women
and minorities play a major part of
the Democratic base? Can he free
himself from the Wall Street, big
money establishment base that
hobbled Hillary Clinton?

And, perhaps most important,
can he unite the party and not
alienate its ascendant progressive
base, as Mrs. Clinton failed to do,
by moving to the left and picking a
progressive as a running mate if
nominated?

PAUL WORTMAN, PROVIDENCE, R.I.

Cheers and Fears as Biden Joins the Race

LETTERS

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Talk of Protecting Election
Included a Warning: Don’t Tell
Trump” (front page, April 25):

Democrats in the House should
subpoena Kirstjen Nielsen, the
former homeland security secre-
tary, to question her under oath
about how she was repeatedly
thwarted in her efforts to do her
job to address the Russian attacks
on our elections.

Let it come out in televised
hearings how the White House
chief of staff, Mick Mulvaney,
keeps mention of malign Russian
election interference from reaching
his boss because President Trump
loathes any suggestion that his
election was tainted.

Let House Republicans, always
so big on national security, have
camera lights focused on them as
they once again ignore how narcis-
sistic and incompetent the presi-
dent is.

Let the public witness the latest
irrefutable evidence that Mr.
Trump puts his own ego over the
country’s well-being.

PERRIE L. RIDLEY 
RIDGEFIELD, CONN.

Let the Hearings Begin

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “For Fed Nominee, a Crass and
Ribald Paper Trail” (news article,
April 24):

President Trump’s likely ap-
pointee to the Fed, Stephen Moore,
is complaining that he is being
unfairly attacked because of a past
extramarital affair, failure to pay
child support, ugly things he has
said about cities in Ohio, sexist
comments about women sports-
casters and more. I agree with him
that these criticisms are personal
and therefore should not disqualify
him from serving on the Fed.

There is, however, a very rele-
vant concern: Mr. Moore’s eco-
nomic forecasts have been consis-
tently utterly wrong. Now that is a
disqualification.

JUSTIN MILLER, LOUISVILLE, KY.

Moore Not Fit for the Fed

TO THE EDITOR:

“Politicians’ Incendiary Remarks
Provoke Debate on Free Speech”
(news article, April 24) is a sign of
the times, in which free-speech
rights are increasingly being
eroded. That is very troubling.

The First Amendment’s free-
speech provision protects a per-
son’s right to express his or her
beliefs without punishment by the
government regardless of the con-
tent of the view, even if wrong-
minded, disrespectful or offensive
to others.

It is disappointing that the New
York City Council speaker, Corey
Johnson, and many City Council
members take the position that the
council members Rubén Díaz Sr.
and Kalman Yeger’s statements
about gays and Palestinians, re-
spectively, created a “loss of confi-
dence” in both men in order to
justify punitive actions regarding
their committee assignments.

What objective evidence sup-
ports the Council’s actions? What
evidence exists to demonstrate that
Mr. Díaz and Mr. Yeger’s views
interfere with their job perform-
ance as elected officials?

Absent none, removing them
from their committee assignments
is punishment because of their
views and is antithetical to the
principles and values of free
speech.

NORMAN SIEGEL, NEW YORK

The writer is a civil rights lawyer.

Speech and the City Council

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “The Healing Power of Gar-
dens,” a posthumously published
essay by Oliver Sacks (Sunday
Review, April 21):

Gardens have a calming and also
exhilarating effect on me, too. I
frequently spend hours traveling
from Brooklyn to visit the New
York Botanical Garden in the
Bronx. Besides seeing the flowers,
grass and trees, I especially love
the Native Plant Garden and going
in the woods in my wheelchair. The
garden restores my soul like no
other public place.

I have a little garden at home
and I delight in seeing each plant
bloom in spring. As a teenager
growing up in Minnesota, I could-
n’t understand why my mom was
so thrilled about trees sprouting
leaves and spring plants growing
anew.

“It happens every year, Mom,”
I’d say. Now I get it. Whew, an-
other winter is gone, and I’m alive
and enjoying outdoor plants again.

JEAN RYAN, BROOKLYN

TO THE EDITOR:

Oliver Sacks’s article is a reminder
of simple places where we can find
peace in these troubled times.
Many people go into gardens
where they can find order and
where things make sense. Here in
South Carolina, the crepe myrtle
and the azaleas are in full bloom,
and all is right with the world.

Thanks to Cicero for the remind-
er: “If you have a garden and a
library, you have everything you
need.”

ROLAND NICHOLSON JR.
CHARLESTON, S.C.

Solace in the Garden

TO THE EDITOR:

Re “Infectious-Disease Doctors
Wanted,” by Matt McCarthy (Op-
Ed, April 11):

As a practicing infectious dis-
ease physician for close to 20
years, I can tell you that infectious
diseases truly is a fascinating
career. Every day I get to battle
ferocious tiny hordes of bacteria,
fungi, viruses and parasites to help
one patient at a time.

The enemy changes its defen-
sive tactics often, but with help
from my microbiology and phar-
macy colleagues, we get to use
medication to fight back and win.

“Resistance is futile” is my
motto.

IRA GURLAND, WESTFIELD, N.J.

Curing Infectious Diseases

In May 2017, a cyberattack called WannaCry infected hun-
dreds of thousands of computers across 150 countries.
Among the victims: FedEx, the French carmaker Renault,
the Russian Interior Ministry and Britain’s National Health
Service. The effect on the health service was particularly
devastating: ambulances were diverted, patient records
were inaccessible, surgical procedures were canceled, tele-
phone calls could not be received.

In the midst of all of this, Marcus Hutchins, then a 22-
year-old British security researcher, stumbled upon a “kill
switch” in the WannaCry code — and slammed the brakes
on a global crisis. “The kill switch is why the U.S. hasn’t
been touched so far,” one expert told The Times then.

WannaCry is a variant of ransomware, a type of malware
that locks down a computer and forcibly encrypts its data
until a ransom is paid. The 2017 outbreak highlighted two
things: first, the dismal state of computer security in I.T.
systems around the world, and second, the acceleration of
cyberwarfare. According to American authorities, North
Korea was behind the WannaCry attack; the motive was to
throw its enemies’ economies into disarray. Those behind
WannaCry itself used an exploit — a weakness in software

wielded as a cyberweapon — developed
by and stolen from the United States’
National Security Agency by a Russia-
linked group called the Shadow Bro-
kers.

It’s against this dizzying backdrop
that a young man from rural England
halted a worldwide disaster. Although
he took great pains to stay anonymous,
he did not succeed once the British
tabloids took an interest in the person

who stopped WannaCry. After his unmasking, Mr. Hutchins
was hailed as a “hero” and became the toast of the cyber-
security industry. He was on his way back home from Def-
con, one of the oldest and biggest hacking conferences in
the world, when he was arrested at the Las Vegas airport
on Aug. 2, 2017.

As it turned out, Mr. Hutchins had dabbled in the dark
arts as a minor, continuing up until the age of 20, when he
reversed course and dedicated himself to legitimate activi-
ties, like research. The United States attorney in the East-
ern District of Wisconsin charged him with writing and
conspiring to sell malware — specifically, the Kronos bank-
ing trojan, known to have attacked banks in France, Britain
and India. The case has dragged out for two years, amid
complex legal questions that could have gone been ap-
pealed. But Mr. Hutchins, had no stomach for an intermina-
ble fight, and pleaded guilty last week to two counts under
the Computer Fraud and Abuse Act and the Wiretap Act,
each carrying a maximum sentence of five years impris-
onment.

The acts that he has pleaded to are ignoble. Kronos did
serious damage, and in his plea agreement, Mr. Hutchins
acknowledges that he was a witting conspirator to sell the
malware. Neither does he attempt to raise the defense that
his “black hat” past was necessary to become a “white hat”
hero, even if that line resonates with the hacker community
and popular culture at large. According to his lawyers, he
rejects that line of thinking, calling it “a misnomer.”

Mr. Hutchins is not likely to receive a heavy sentence, but
even a sentence without any prison time will come with

consequences. He has been released on bail since 2017,
residing in the United States on an expired tourist visa
while waiting for his case to be resolved. That in itself will
likely make it difficult to return to the United States in the
future, and the felony will hamper his movements further.

If he hadn’t risen to global prominence, Mr. Hutchins
would most likely have never been charged with his crimes.
His conviction sends the wrong message about whether or
not it pays to mend your ways and, when the moment
comes, to do the right thing.

As the world comes to rely on computer systems more
and more, cybersecurity is increasingly a matter of life and
death. But we only rarely see expertise deployed in an
indisputably heroic way, amid rerouted ambulances and
disabled hospital telephone lines. WannaCry never struck
the same kind of havoc in the United States that it did in
Britain, and we have Mr. Hutchins to thank for it.

For that reason, the justice system should show him
mercy. But for stopping a North Korean cyberattack in its
tracks, mercy is not enough — Marcus Hutchins should be
pardoned.

EDITORIAL OBSERVER SARAH JEONG

Marcus Hutchins Deserves a Pardon

MARK WANG

Society owes
this security
researcher a
very big favor
after he stopped
a cyberattack
that had spread
to 150 countries.


