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THE FRESH 
AIR FUND

Every Fresh Air summer has a story. A story of childhood and 
family, new experiences and new memories. Stories of joy and 
happiness that bring people together and that change lives. 

Since 1877, The Fresh Air Fund has provided more than 1.8 million 
New York City children from low-income communities with free 
summer experiences. Each year, thousands of children enjoy 
outdoor summer adventures through visits with volunteer host 
families along the East Coast and Southern Canada and at 
The Fundʼs five overnight camps in Fishkill, New York. Fresh Air 
children also participate in year-round leadership and 
educational programs.



2 0 1 8  A n n u a l  R e p o r t

THE FRESH 
AIR FUND

Every Fresh Air summer has a story. A story of childhood and 
family, new experiences and new memories. Stories of joy and 
happiness that bring people together and that change lives. 

Since 1877, The Fresh Air Fund has provided more than 1.8 million 
New York City children from low-income communities with free 
summer experiences. Each year, thousands of children enjoy 
outdoor summer adventures through visits with volunteer host 
families along the East Coast and Southern Canada and at 
The Fundʼs five overnight camps in Fishkill, New York. Fresh Air 
children also participate in year-round leadership and 
educational programs.



22 0 1 8  A n n u a l  R e p o r t

Among my favorite experiences throughout 

the year are chances to meet children, 

alumni, parents, hosts, counselors, 

volunteers, and donors and hear about 

their connections and feelings about The 

Fresh Air Fund. Children tell me about their 

excitement to return to visit with a host 

family and all the activities ahead. Or, if 

they are going to camp, whether for their 

first or fourth time, their eagerness to 

meet counselors and make friends. When 

I meet parents and see the sparkle in their 

eyes of how proud they are of their childʼs 

confidence and bravery, Iʼm honored by 

their trust in us. Equally awesome are the 

stories shared by hosts who welcome our 

children into their home and community, 

and the joy and growth it brings to everyone.

When I meet our alumni it all comes 

together. Their words capture the 

excitement of their Fresh Air experiences, 

what the exposure meant, and how it 

made a difference. Time and again—I am 

reminded that every summer has a story.

As The Fund continues its efforts to 

measure the impact of our work across 

our programs, parents and children alike 

provide great feedback about the summer 

and what it means to them. Our children 

feel brave for trying new things and 

supported as they take on challenges and 

learn new skills. They highlight for us that 

through their Fresh Air experiences they 

have greater perspectives of opportunities 

to pursue and are setting goals for their 

future. During the summer we had over 

75 camp staff who were former campers 

and they showcase that Fresh Air children 

and alumni are building relationships 

and networks and returning to serve as 

amazing role models for our children.

As you read through the report please take 

note of all the alumni quotes included. 

Fresh Air Fund alumni are the best 

ambassadors for our work and their stories 

demonstrate that a summer can last a 

lifetime. We are inviting all alumni and 

members of our Fresh Air family to reach 

out and reconnect with us.

Visit our new website at FreshAir.org to 

get in touch and while you are there read 

the incredible stories and learn more 

about the amazing work and people in 

our community. Read about our Friendly 

Towns families who have shared stories 

that showcase lifelong friendships and 

deep bonds. And, read about our camping 

leadership and enrichment programs and 

learn more about our impact. Please let us 

know what you think. 

Finally, our work would not be possible 

without the inspiring generosity of our 

volunteers and supporters. Thank you for 

being a part of The Fresh Air Fund family 

and for all you do for Fresh Air children.

Sincerely,

Fatima Shama, Executive Director, surrounded by members of Camp ABCʼs leadership team, six of whom are Fresh Air alumni.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

Fatima Shama
Executive Director
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At The Fresh Air Fund, every summer has a 

story. One of the highlights of my summer 

is visiting our camps and hearing our 

campersʼ stories. At Camp Day in July, I had 

the opportunity to visit with teens in our 

leadership programs throughout our five 

camps at The Fundʼs Sharpe Reservation, 

located on a more than 2,000-acre 

wilderness property in Fishkill, New York. 

I spent time at Camp ABC with our 

Counselors-in-Training and spoke with 

several of our young  staff members, many 

of whom had been campers themselves 

and are now serving as role models and 

mentors for the next generation of Fresh 

Air campers. At Camp Mariah, I heard from 

young people in our Career Awareness 

Program, and they shared how camp has 

helped them to step outside their comfort 

zone, try new things and learn to overcome 

day-to-day challenges. 

Whether at camp or with volunteer host 

families, our New York City children 

develop new perspectives through the 

transformative experience of a Fresh 

Air summer. Children develop strong 

relationships with mentors, gain exposure 

and learn new skills. The summer can mark 

a turning point in their life, and alumni 

tell us that they gained self-confidence, 

determination and the necessary skills to 

achieve their goals and reach for the stars.

The New York Times has been a key partner 

in helping The Fresh Air Fund tell those 

stories. In 2018, we honored The Sulzberger 

Family and The New York Times Company 

at our Annual Spring Gala at the Ziegfeld 

Ballroom. The evening was a terrific 

success and raised $1.7 million with over 

550 guests. Special thanks to our talented 

emcee Michael Barbaro of The New York 

Times. We celebrated an incredible 50-year 

partnership with The New York Times that 

began with a phone call from Publisher 

Arthur Ochs Sulzberger to offer support 

after The New York Herald Tribune closed its 

doors. He later served as Chairman and 

then Chairman Emeritus of The Fund for 

many years. I am honored to carry on the 

tradition of excellence he set and that of 

the incomparable Mrs. Donald Newhouse.

On behalf of The Fundʼs Board of Directors, 

I offer our gratitude and admiration to 

Executive Director Fatima Shama for her 

vision, leadership, warmth and grace and 

our appreciation to our Fresh Air family of 

exceptional volunteers, funders, partners 

and staff. 

Thanks to your generosity of spirit, acts of 

kindness and support, you help us ensure 

that every summer has an amazing story 

that can last a lifetime for thousands of our 

Fresh Air children.

Sincerely,

CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE

William P. Lauder
Chairman

William Lauder, Chairman, with Camp Tommy campers at The Fundʼs annual Camp Day celebration.
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FRIENDLY TOWNS
A Fresh Air summer means running 
barefoot in the grass, riding bikes 
down country roads, learning to 
swim, catching fireflies at dusk, 
playing in the backyard, building 
sandcastles on the beach, and, above 
all, having fun. 

Fresh Air children spend their bright 
summer days and starlit nights 
making new friends in a world of 
self-discovery. The Friendly Towns 
Program brings people with different 
backgrounds together. While 
celebrating their differences, they 
discover their many similarities.

In 2018, thousands of volunteer host 
families opened their homes to Fresh 
Air children from low-income New 
York City communities. For one to 
two weeks in the summer, boys and 
girls, ages seven to 18, visit over 275 
Friendly Towns in rural and suburban 
communities along the East Coast 
and Southern Canada. Many children 
are invited back to stay for extended 
visits with the same host families, 
year after year.

Children register for our free 
programs through a network of over 
90 community partners including 

schools and social service and 
community organizations in all five 
boroughs. Our dedicated volunteers 
are integral to the program. They 
recruit new hosts, conduct home 
interviews and screen references. 
During the summer, Fresh Air staff 
and volunteers are available for 
support 24 hours a day. 

Louise, a Fresh Air parent, said, ‘‘My 
son has learned how to be more 
comfortable trying new things. And 
itʼs not just my son who has gained a 
family. They are our family now, and 
they will be our family forever.’’
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Because I participated at 
such a young age, Fresh Air 
really shaped the person I 
became and affected my life. 
My host family opened up a 
new world to me and taught 
me to see life in a new way.

YASMIN, FRESH AIR ALUM

“

”

Fresh Air children 
develop confi dence:
94% of Friendly Towns youth 
report feeling brave for trying new things. 
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Meet Fresh Air 
kids and alumni 
at FreshAir.org
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CAMP
Through immersive outdoor 
summer experiences, campers 
develop the confidence to take on 
new challenges, learn life skills, 
make new friends and expand their 
perspectives. Campers learn to swim, 
hike along nature trails and gaze 
at the stars while singing around 
campfires. Counselors become 
mentors, friends and role models. 

With nature as their classroom, 
Fresh Air campers explore the 
outdoors, learn wilderness skills and 
develop a greater understanding of 
how we all have a responsibility to 
care for the environment. 

In 2018, 3,000 boys and girls 
experienced the joy of fun-filled 
recreational activities layered with 
academic enrichment during two-
week sessions at The Fundʼs five 
camps, situated on more than 

2,000 acres at The Fundʼs Sharpe 
Reservation in Fishkill, New York. 

The Fresh Air camps are: Camp Anita 
Bliss Coler for girls, ages nine to 15; 
Camp Hayden-Marks Memorial for 
boys, ages nine to 12; Camp Tommy 
for 12- to 15-year-old boys; Camp 
Hidden Valley for boys and girls 
with and without special needs, 
ages eight to 12; and Camp Mariah, 
which houses the Career Awareness 
Program, for boys and girls in 7th to 
9th grades. Camp Mariah is named 
after Board member Mariah Carey, 
and Camp Tommy is named after 

Camp helped push me in the direction of my future and college. I met a 
counselor who went to college, and I decided that’s what I wanted to do. 
I ended up attending the same college as my counselor.

DIONNE, FRESH AIR ALUM

“
”

Fresh Air children 
take on challenges:
88% of campers 
report learning new skills. 

Tommy Hilfiger, in recognition of their 
very generous support. 

2018 was the second year of Explorers, 
a new and innovative four-week 
summer learning program, which 
offers a hands-on, engaged learning 
approach that provides an academic 
boost for sixth-grade students and 
a fun summer camping experience. 
Taking full advantage of the incredible 
resources at camp, children learn 
through academic instruction coupled 
with project-based learning while 
enjoying activities such as swimming, 
boating, music, dance and team sports.
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The Fundʼs Teen Leadership Program 
provides young women, ages 13 to 17, 
with a safe, nurturing environment 
to focus on personal growth, 
leadership and community service. 
Campers are encouraged to express 
themselves within an emotionally 
safe and supportive environment. 
By discovering and developing their 
potential, the girls become more 
independent and self-confident. Teen 
leaders at Camp ABC participate in 
many camp activities in addition to 
leadership development and team-
building workshops.

Girlsʼ empowerment workshops 
cover a wide range of topics from 
self-esteem, body image and healthy 
choices, bullying, social justice and 
public speaking to goal setting and 
conflict resolution. ‘‘The workshops 
taught me how powerful we are as 
women. We are smart, and we can 
speak. People need to hear us,’’ 
said Stephanie, 14. 

During the summer, girls participate 
in Leaders-in-Training and Counselors-
in-Training programs. In 2018, close 
to 200 campers were served through 
The Fundʼs Precious Center for Teen 

Leadership at Camp ABC. The Center 
was created with the guidance 
of Sarah Siegel-Magness and the 
generous support of The Gary Magness 
Family Foundation. 

During the academic year, the youth-
led Young Womenʼs Giving Circle 

TEEN LEADERSHIP PROGRAM 
FOR GIRLS

The Young Women’s Giving Circle is about building 
strength and opportunities through dialogue. It is 
where I fi rst learned how to build community with 
patience, understanding and love. 

JAEDA, FRESH AIR ALUM

“
”

Fresh Air children 
build relationships 
and support networks: 
One-third of the 2018 
Camp ABC staff 
were Fresh Air alumni.

teaches girls about the importance 
of community service and the power 
of philanthropy. With the guidance 
of advisors, students meet weekly 
to continue their learning, research 
social issues, plan community 
service projects and strategize for 
fundraising.

9 2 0 1 8  A n n u a l  R e p o r t

COUNSELORS-IN-TRAINING
In 2018, The Fund responded to a need 
for more leadership opportunities 
for teen boys by expanding the 
Counselors-in-Training (CIT) program. 
The program provides an important 
transition on the journey from camper 
to counselor. A young man can now 
begin his camping experience at Camp 
Hidden Valley at age 8 or at Camp 
Hayden-Marks at age 9, transition 
to Camp Tommy at age 12, become a 
Counselor-in-Training at age 16 and 
then go on to become a counselor. 

CITs develop leadership, team-
building and communication skills 
through intensive skill-building 
and child development workshops 
centered on professional growth and 
self-exploration. As they shadow the 

counselors and program staff, they 
learn how to organize activities for the 
younger campers.

A highlight of the program is a four-day, 
32-mile hike along the Appalachian 
Trail. The CITs prepare throughout the 
summer by participating in a series of 
training sessions and shorter hikes. 
They learn to cook their own food over 
a campfire and build endurance and 
stamina. The young men develop an 
appreciation for nature and support 
each other as they tackle obstacles and 
face challenges.

In the safe space that is fostered at 
camp, the boys develop confidence and 
a strong sense of brotherhood. Evan, 
a Camp Tommy CIT, said, ‘‘I’ve learned 

Fresh Air children 
develop leadership skills:
There were 39 CITs 
in 2018. 

When I was a camper, I 
thought my counselors 
were the best role models. 
They all had different 
amazing qualities. Now 
that I’m a counselor, I 
am proud of what I have 
accomplished. It feels 
good to give back.

MAX, FRESH AIR ALUM

“

”
that itʼs okay to express how you feel. 
Itʼs okay to talk about your emotions. 
Because my counselors believe in me, 
I’ve become much more motivated and 
ambitious. I want to accomplish so 
much, and now Iʼm confident that I can.’’
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ACADEMIC 
ENRICHMENT

The Career Awareness Program begins 
as an intensive 24-day summer 
camping experience for 300 boys and 
girls and extends into year-round 
academic enrichment programs. 
Students apply in the 6th grade and 
attend Camp Mariah, The Fundʼs Career 
Awareness Camp, named in honor 
of Board member Mariah Carey. The 
program continues during the school 
year in New York City and at camp to 
expand educational options, academic 
support and career exploration. 

The summer curriculum highlights 
21st Century skills layering problem 

solving, creativity, collaboration and 
communication into engaging classes 
such as coding, music, environmental 
science, international relations, 
photography, debate and culinary arts. 
All while children enjoy traditional 
summer camp activities like 
swimming, boating and team sports.

During the academic year, at the 
annual Career Fair, volunteers lead 
interactive workshops to introduce 
students to possible career paths. Job 
Shadowings are hosted by a range of 
partners who share their ‘‘behind the 
scenes’’ view of an industry, and the 

”

Fresh Air children expand 
perspectives and set goals:
95% of third-year Career Awareness 
students report a stronger understanding 
of the education and skills needed to 
succeed in different careers.

weekly Tutoring Program provides a 
structured curriculum that supports 
literacy skills development and 
strengthens critical thinking.

After 9th grade, many students 
transition into the College Connections 
Program which provides weekly 
workshops and mentoring sessions 
that support the college preparation 
process. The program offers SAT 
prep courses, college tours, and 
help applying for financial aid and 
scholarships. Our staff and mentors 
help every step of the way from applying 
to college, to graduation, and beyond.

I was exposed to careers in fi elds like environmental science, business, and 
even culinary arts. While I explored these careers, I also began to learn about 
myself. I began to realize that I could really do anything I set my mind to.

SHARIFA, FRESH AIR ALUM

“

1 1 2 0 1 8  A n n u a l  R e p o r t

New York City volunteers support 
thousands of Fresh Air children year 
round by giving countless hours of 
their time, energy and creativity. 

Volunteers become childrenʼs role 
models and mentors by offering 
guidance, support and inspiration. 
Tutors and mentors meet weekly with 
students in the Career Awareness and 
College Connections programs, while 
other volunteers help with outreach 
efforts and much more. 

In 2018, corporate volunteer teams 
included Alexandria Real Estate 
Equities, Bloomberg LP, Con Edison, 
Cravath, Swaine & Moore, Equinox, 
ESPN, The Estée Lauder Companies, 
Foursquare, Free Country, Goldman 
Sachs, HBO, JetBlue, Morgan Stanley, 
MUFG Bank, NASDAQ, Proskauer Rose, 
Shake Shack, Showtime Networks, The 
TJX Companies, Tommy Hilfiger, UNIQLO 
USA, The Walt Disney Company, Warner 
Music Group and Wells Fargo.

Corporate partners host Job 
Shadowings where students learn 

more about career options, volunteer 
at bus departures, assemble mailings, 
and coordinate fundraising events, 
marketing campaigns and drives for 
books and camp supplies. At The Fundʼs 
camps, volunteers act as Counselors 
for a Day and help lead arts and crafts 

NYC VOLUNTEERS

Interested in 
volunteering? 

Visit FreshAir.org

My mentors helped me build a network of support 
and fi nd my fi rst job. Now that I am a mentor, it 
has been such a rewarding way to give back. The 
students remind me so much of myself.

GAUMISHA, FRESH AIR ALUM

“
”

and sports activities. Special thanks to 
Con Edison, Cravath, Swaine & Moore 
and The Estée Lauder Companies for 
donating in-kind printing services, 
to HBO for hosting the Volunteer 
Recognition Party and to Con Edison for 
hosting the annual Career Fair.
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CONDENSED SUMMARY OF 
FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES

 2018 2017

Operating Support and Revenue
Off-Season Use of Camps $ 1 ,046,402 6.5% $ 1,222,558   7.4%

Investment Income  5,024,061 3 1 . 1%   5,527,832  33.7%

Contributions*  10,094,305 62.4%   9,671,826  58.9%

Total Support and Revenue $ 16,164,768  100.0% $ 16,422,216  100.0%

Operating Expenses
PROGRAM SERVICES

Friendly Towns Activities $ 3,899,657 24. 1% $ 4,216,003 25.7%

Fresh Air Camps  5,138,321 3 1 .8%  7,501,220 45.7%

Sharpe Reservation  2,412,810 14.9%  – 0.0%

SUPPORTING SERVICES

Management & General  1,105,560 6.9%  1,106,885 6.7%

Fundraising  3,608,420 22.3%  3,598,108 21 .9%

Total Expenses $ 16,164,768  100.0% $ 16,422,216  100.0%

Notes to Financial Statements
Not included in the above are:
(a)  Bequests and Trusts and Other Gifts added to $ 2,828,183 $ 3,159,098

funds functioning as Endowment

(b)  Net gain (loss) on investment transactions $ 6,113,346 $ 5,609,575

(c)  Contributions to Land, Buildings and  –  $ 1,300,000
Equipment Fund

(d) Depreciation expense ($ 1,683,642) ($ 1,6 1 6,286)

*  Total contributions raised also include items (a) and (c).
(Total contributions for 2018: $ 12,922,488.)

A copy of our annual financial report may be obtained from The Fresh Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th floor, New 
York, NY 10017 (212-897-8900), or from the New York State Attorney Generalʼs Charities Bureau, Attn: FOIL Officer, 
120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271. ©2019 The Fresh Air Fund

CURRENT FUNDS AT YEAR ENDED SEPTEMBER 30:
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The Fresh Air Fund is very grateful to our loyal and generous donors for support of our programs. The following names are 
listed in recognition of their gifts received from October 1, 2017, through December 31, 2018.

CHAMPIONS
$100,000+

Abrahamson Family Foundation
Blavatnik Family Foundation
Mariah Carey
Jerome L. Greene Foundation
John and Jeanet Irwin/Hillside 

Capital Incorporated
K Period Media
The Lauder Foundation – Leonard 

and Judy Lauder Fund
William P. Lauder and Lori 

Kanter Tritsch
The Gary Magness 

Family Foundation
Barbara Marcin
Donald Newhouse
The Pinkerton Foundation
Betsy and Paul Shiverick

BENEFACTORS
$25,000–$99,999

Anonymous (7)
James Attwood and Leslie Williams
Charles C. Cahn, Jr.
CBRE, Inc.
Citi
Michael T. Cohen and Andrew H. 

Roos/23rd Street Properties
Con Edison
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Sharon Davis
Andreas C. Dracopoulos
The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
Andrew Farkas, Island Capital Group 

and C-III Capital Partners
Wendy R. Flanagan and 

Chris OʼMalley
Free Country
Friman & Stein, Inc.
Jane L. Gilbert
The Goodnow Fund
Christina and Donald Hawks III
HBO
The Heckscher Foundation 

for Children
Howard Johnson Foundation
Joy of Giving Something Foundation
The JPB Foundation
Marlise C. Konort
Lancaster Charitable Trust
Marie-Noelle Meyer
The Ambrose Monell Foundation
Morgan Stanley
The New York Times Company
David and Diane OʼBrien
Glenn and Alina Pacchiana/

Thalle Industries
David and Nilam Perpich

RBC Capital Markets
John Roach Trust Fund
Blanchette Hooker Rockefeller Fund
Carlos Rodriguez-Pastor
The Shubert Organization, Inc.
Jacqueline Albert Simon
George V. and Jean A. Smith 

Charitable Trust
The Sternlicht Family 

Foundation Inc.
Steward Family Foundation
Summer Camp Opportunities 

Promote Education
Teagle Foundation, Inc.
Vineyard Vines Retail, LLC
Vital Projects Fund, Inc.
Warner Music Group
Chip and Jennifer Weiss
Beth and Brad Whitman

PATRONS
$10,000–$24,999

Anonymous (14)
Louis and Anne Abrons 

Foundation, Inc.
Academy Bus
The Achelis and Bodman Foundation
American Endowment Foundation
Ariel Investments
Atlantic, Tomorrowʼs Office
Sharon Babick
Bandier/Jennifer Bandier and 

Neil Boyarsky
Helene Banks
The Theodore H. Barth Foundation
Sandra Atlas Bass & Edythe & 

Sol G. Atlas Fund
Alex and Jacqueline Berenson
Kathy Fein Bierman
Bloomberg Philanthropies
Bloomingdaleʼs
Jeffrey Boutilier
Katherine K. Brobeck
Virginia Brody
Carlos and Beatrice Burns
Gilbert and Ildiko Butler Foundation
Nancy S. Calcagnini
Mats and Lydia Carlston
Derrick and Donna Cephas
Neil A. Clark and Argero J. Clark
Condé Nast 
Conscious Kids
Continental Grain Company
Daniel and Ellen Crown
Peter and Julie Cummings
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Cunningham
Elisabeth de Picciotto
Sir Evelyn and Lady Lynn 

de Rothschild
Theresa Del Pozzo
Ahmed Deria and Grace Chung

Barbaralee Diamonstein-Spielvogel 
and Ambassador Carl Spielvogel

Dillardʼs Inc.
Susan Eckert
LizabethAnn Rogovoy Eisen
Elevate/IPG
Martin Elias
Equinox Fitness Clubs
Ernst & Young LLP / Dan Kaplan
ESPN
Feigen Advisors
Jason Flom
Foot Locker Foundation, Inc.
Lily Palmer Fry Memorial Trust
Abraham Fuchsberg Family 

Foundation, Inc.
John N. and Gillett A. Gilbert
Gipson Family Foundation
Barbara Freid Gottesman
Allison and Rob Grigg
Gussack-Stein Charitable Fund
Amanda and Bryan Hanson
Mr. and Mrs. Ben Harris
Mervyn L. Hecht
The James Huntington Foundation
Craig and Janice Ivey
Carol C. Johnson
Freda S. Johnson
Lucille Kedersha
Isabelle B. Krusen and 

Michael C. Sodikoff
The Ronald and Jo Carole 

Lauder Foundation
Gregory D. Lee and Amanda Moretti
Mr. and Mrs. David Levine
John Litsios Revocable Trust
Nancy Long, Ph.D., and 

Marc N. Waldor
Lovelight Foundation
Kay Mackey
Alexis and Laura Maged
Joseph J. and Allison F. Magliocco
Dr. Jeanne Magram and 

Dr. Andrew Murphy
Marion Malcolm
The Nicholas Martini Foundation
Robin and Peter Matt
Family of Karin Eichner Mayer
MILBANK
Paul Z. Miles
Stephen and Evalyn E. Milman
The Minneapolis Foundation
Sandra Earl Mintz
The Montgomery Family Foundation
MUFG (Mitsubishi UFJ Financial 

Group)
Newmark Knight Frank
Lukasz and Dana Niedzielski
John OʼBrien
Oceanic Heritage Foundation
John OʼConnor

Olmstead Properties, Inc. – 
Samuel W. Rosenblatt

Yoko Ono
Paula K. Oppenheim
Origo-Levy Child Welfare Fund
Orr Pitts Family Charitable 

Annuity Trust
Pier Sixty at Chelsea Piers
Katherine C. Pierce
Polo Ralph Lauren Foundation
Abby Pratt
Edward J. Purce
Judy Rasmuson
Renaissance Foundation
Marian E. and David Rocker
Margaret Santulli
Jennifer M. Schneck
Mindy Schneider and Michael Lesser
Thomas Schumacher
Shake Shack
Richard Shepard and 

Carolyn Horwitz
Showtime Networks Inc.
Dr. and Mrs. Bernard E. Small
SNF USA, Inc.
Howard Solomon and Sarah 

Billinghurst Solomon
Cathy Sulzberger and 

Joseph Perpich
Time Warner Inc.
The TJX Foundation, Inc.
UNIQLO USA
George P. Wakefield Residuary Trust
Michael A. Wall
Paul Weissman
Lucille Werlinich
Wilf Family Foundations
The Williams Capital Group
The Witten Family Foundation
Steven and Heather Wolf
Max Wygod

SPONSORS
$5,000–$9,999

Anonymous (12)
Karen H. Ackman
Alexandria Real Estate Equities, Inc.
Richard A. Allen Charitable Fund
Ann Amicone
Wendy and Fred Bachman
Mr. and Mrs. James Baker
Michael and Donna Bass
Rob Baynard
Fred Bergfors and Margaret 

Sandberg Foundation Inc
Joan Bingham
Lawrence Blaskopf
Susan Blaustein and Alan Berlow
Michael Bogner
Colleen M. Bondy

CHAMPIONS, BENEFACTORS, 
PATRONS AND SPONSORS
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IN-KIND DONATIONS

Ambient Photography
The ASCAP Foundation
Away
Tony Bacewicz
Bloomingdaleʼs
Stephen Bogner
Eileen Cahoon
City Garden Club of New York City
Con Edison
Continental Screen Printing
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Crop Organic Vodkas
Maria DeForrest 

Dutchess Restaurant 
Equipment Co., Inc.

Scott Engelman
Equinox Fitness Clubs
ESPN
The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
Food & Beverage Associates, Inc.
Free Country
From Our Hearts to Your Toes
Christa Gitchell
HBO
Melissa Read Healy
Kelly Ann Joyce 
Paul Katcher

Kenneth Cole
Live Love Lens Photography
Macyʼs
Merrell
Michterʼs Distillery LLC
Susanne Navas
The New York Times Company
OneSight, a Luxottica 

Group Foundation
Penguin Random House 
PVH Corp.
Raise New York
Ricardo Luggage
David Ross

S&S Worldwide
Lynn Sager
Shake Shack
Kristin Short
Alexandra Steedman 
Stitch Fix
Corinne Strauss 
The TJX Companies, Inc.
Tommy Hilfiger
Marilyn Tschorke
UNIQLO USA
Vineyard Vines
The Walt Disney Company
Westex

Blair and Elizabeth Boyer
Maria Cilenti and Michael Embler
Mr. and Mrs. Adam R. Cohen
Mr. David J. Cohen
Joan Ganz Cooney
Credit Suisse
Catherine Crimmins
Barbara Croswell
Dr. Nancy Crown and 

Dr. Sam Weisman
The Margaret A. Darrin Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony N. DʼAvella
Anne Davey
Joan David
Steven L. DeLuca
Autumn Kent DeSimone
Karen and Greg Dimit
T. Troy and Keisha Dixon
Cleveland H. Dodge Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Donofrio
Patrick B. Dorsey
Elizabeth E. Ehrenfeld
Barbara Eisold, Ph.D.
Emigrant Bank
The Frelinghuysen Foundation
Jennifer Weiss Friedman
Robert A. and Jane G. Friedman
Ed and Liz Gaelick
Theresa Galvin
Edward and Verna Gerbic 

Family Foundation
Emily Glaser
Valia Glytsis
Michael and Anne B. Golden
Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Goldman

Goldman Sachs & Co.
Richard Greene
Agnes Gund
Gurney Foundation, Inc.
Mr. and Mrs. David Hashmall
Jay and Ellen Hass
Christine Haydinger
Josephine Lawrence 

Hopkins Foundation
Mrs. Thomas J. Hubbard
Interaudi Bank
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Isaac
Isambard Kingdom Brunel Society 

of North America
John Gallin & Son, Inc.
Johnson & Johnson
Jacqueline Jones-Peace
The Judith Haskell Brewer Fund of 

the Community Foundation 
Serving Richmond and 
Central Virginia

Gail and James Kellogg Family Fund
Rick and Mary Beth Ketchum
Indra Kish
Hersch M. Klaff
Emily Kolle
Sidney and Judith 

Kranes Foundation
Tolly Krusen
Kurtz Family Foundation
Rocco and Debby Landesman
Mrs. Christina Lang-Assael
Nancy Langsan and 

Daniel K. Bernstein
Elizabeth S. Lasdon

The Lawrence Foundation
Leibowitz and Greenway Family 

Charitable Foundation
Daniel Z. Levine
Steven Lewent
Lichtenstein Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. John Lobrano
Amelie Lonergan
Marilyn Ludwig
Mary Waterman Lunt
Katherine Macari
Shelly and Tony Malkin
Marcum Foundation, Inc.
Robert and Joan Matloff
Mary Judith Meelia
Kathy and Joseph N. Mele
Joyce F. Menschel
Richard and Ronay Menschel
Brian and Heidi Miller
Frederick and Betty Morefield
Donna D. Morgan, Ph.D.
Lance Morgan
Jenny Morgenthau
Myers & Galiardo, LLP
New York Cares, Inc.
Sandra G. Nowicki
Partnership for After 

School Education
Maria E. Pasquale
Enrico Pellegrini
Rafael Pelli
Steven Potolsky
Red Mountain Fund
Frances and Abraham Reichman 

Charitable Trust

Mr. and Mrs. Riccio
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
Rubin Family Foundation
David L. Russo and Mary Gail Gearns
Win and Mary Rutherfurd
Maria L. Sachs
Elizabeth H. Scheuer and 

Peter A. Joseph
Joyce and Joel Seligman
Richard C. Seltzer
Fatima Shama and Ziad Mansouri
Gillian Sorensen
Richard and Jane Steadman
Jean L. and Robert A. 

Stern Foundation
Ms. Laurel Joan Struckman
Cynthia Sulzberger and 

Steven Green
John Templeton Foundation
The Timpone Family
Lizzie and Jonathan Tisch
Jill Tobin and Jess Huetter
Scott and Locky Trachsel
The Walt Disney Company
Lois Weinroth
Mark and Pamela Weinstein
Donna B. Welicky
Wells Fargo Foundation
Hazel L. Wilbur Charitable Trust
Forrest Williams
David Wright
George H. Zilliac

VOLUNTEER GROUPS
Special thanks to our volunteers, including:

ABC, Inc.
Alexandria Real Estate
Alison Brod Marketing + 

Communications
The American Red Cross in 

Greater New York
Bloomberg L.P.
Buzzfeed
Cinch Pilates Studio
City Connections Real Estate
Con Edison
Cravath, Swaine & Moore LLP
Credit Suisse
Dattner Architects
Deutsche Bank

Disney Theatrical Group
eMarketer
Equinox Fitness Clubs
ESPN
The Estée Lauder Companies Inc.
Eyewitness News
Farm Credit East
Fitch Ratings
Free Country
Goldman, Sachs & Co.
Google
HBO
HSBC
The International 

Rescue Committee

JetBlue
Lab Series Skincare for Men 
Loews Regency Hotel
Morgan Stanley
MUFG (Mitsubishi UFJ Financial 

Group, Inc.)
NASDAQ
New York Cares
New York Life Insurance Company
NYC Service
Penguin Random House
Proskauer Rose LLP
PVH Corp.
Shake Shack
Showtime Networks Inc.

Simon & Schuster
State Street Corporation
Take-Two Interactive Software, Inc.
The TJX Companies, Inc.
Tommy Hilfiger
UNIQLO USA
The Walt Disney Company
Warner Music Group
Wells Fargo
YPG Cares
YM/WREA

and the thousands of individual
volunteers who so generously give
their time.

DONORS WHO GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED OUR PROGR AMS AT THE 
$ 1 ,00 0–$4 ,999 LEVEL ARE LISTED AT FRESHAIR .ORG/DONORS .
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Estate of Kenneth Bernard 
Fern Gladys Brown Trust 
Estate of Elaine D. Dooman 
Vivien C. Elmslie Trust 
Estate of Lena M. Furgeri 
Estate of Ruth Geiger 

Estate of Marlene Gordon 
Marjorie S. Isaac Trust 
Estate of Irving Katz
Estate of Loretta Leofsky 
Estate of Peter Little 
William G. Mathewson Trust 

Estate of Jean Pitcher
Estate of Stacy A.K. Raisis 
Estate of Philip Roth 
Martha Simon Living Trust 
Estate of Marcia T. Thompson

LEGACIES & BEQUESTS INCOME
October 1, 2017–September 30, 2018

Visit FreshAir.org for more information on planned gifts

CONCEPT/DESIGN: SUK A CREATIVE / SUK ACREATIVE .COM; PHOTOGR APHY: BR ADLE Y AFROIL AN , 
AMBIENT PHOTOGR APHY, JOAN BARKER , G INA CAPONE, GREGORY MCKEAN , JESSICA RUF, 
JERRY SPEIER , CORINNE STR AUSS , ALDEN TERRY, DANIELLE WALSMAN

LEGACIES & BEQUESTS

As of September 30, 2018:

Assets, Liabilities and Net Assets  ($) Amount

Assets $ 140,221,179

Liabilities $ 661,888

FYE 2017, net assets balance $ 135,838,253

FYE 2018, net assets balance $ 139,559,291

SHARPE RESERVATION
Located in the Hudson Valley in 
Fishkill, NY, 65 miles from New 
York City, The Fresh Air Fundʼs 
Sharpe Reservation has over 
2,000 acres of beautiful land with 
lakes, ponds, streams and hiking 
trails through the woods. During 

Learn more about 
Sharpe Reservation 

at FreshAir.org

the school year, close to 18,000 
people from community and school 
groups participate in year-round 
environmental education programs. 

With nature as a classroom, 
residential and outdoor programs 

provide enriching experiences for 
school and community groups, 
encouraging exploration, creativity 
and self-discovery. Facilities include 
dining halls, program buildings, 
indoor showers, heated cabins and 
much more, along with an on-site 
environmental center, planetarium 
and adventure and ropes courses. 
Camp facilities are available for rent. 
Please visit FreshAir.org/Sharpe or 
call 845-897-4320 to learn more.



Israel Dudley was 11 years old when he left New York 
City for the fi rst time. He had no idea what to expect when 
the Fresh Air Fund sent him to Bristol, Vt., that summer. 
Nor did he realize that the family who he was about to stay 
with for two weeks — Deborah and Matthew Dickerson 
and their three sons — would have such a lasting impact 
on his life.

From growing up in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, Mr. 
Dudley, who is now 25, remembers seeing a lot of crime 
and drug dealers near the apartment building where he 
lived with his mother and younger sister. Aside from his 
time spent with the Dickersons, his only escape was on the 
basketball court.

But in Vermont, trees and cornfi elds surrounded Mr. 
Dudley. At fi rst, he said, “the quietness made me nervous.” 
Yet he returned over the next three summers and embraced 
things like hiking up mountains and learning to swim. 
Eventually, even the peace and quiet became enjoyable. 

“I was grateful,” Mr. Dudley said of the Dickersons, 
“that they invested the time to teach me new things and 
create new experiences in my life, and that’s what led me 
to keep going back.”

A few years ago, Mr. Dudley was working full time in 
New York but felt he needed a change and spoke with Mrs. 
Dickerson about getting a bachelor’s degree. She invited 
him to live with the family in Vermont for a while. That 
way he could tour some colleges, and the Dickersons would 
help guide him through the application process. He chose 

Castleton University, which offered him a chance to 
study psychology and philosophy while being able to 
play basketball. He is the fi rst person in his family to 
attend college.

Now in his junior year, Mr. Dudley has been focusing 
most of his time on academics and hopes to fi gure out a 
way to combine his passion for both psychology and 
business. He also started a barbershop on campus, mostly 
for African-American men who are unable to find 
one locally. 

For Mr. Dudley, his experience with the Fresh Air Fund 
has come “full circle.” Last year, he volunteered to ride the 
bus with children from New York to Vermont. This summer, 
he will intern for the fund’s communications department.

“I’m grateful that I will have a bachelor’s degree,” Mr. 
Dudley said. “It puts me in a better position going forward. 
If it was not for the Fresh Air Fund, I wouldn’t have 
that opportunity.”

The Fresh Air Fund hopes to reach about 7,000 New 
York City children from low-income families this year. A visit 
to a volunteer host family costs $1,150, and $1,975 sends a 
Fresh Air child to a camp for one session. The fund hopes to 
raise more than $12 million by the end of September. 

Tax-deductible contributions may be sent to The Fresh 
Air Fund, 633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor, New York, NY 
10017. Families who wish to be hosts, or parents who 
would like to sign up their children, may call The Fresh Air 
Fund at (800) 367-0003 or visit www.freshair.org.

Out of the City and Into Fresh Air
APRIL 26, 2018 EDITORIAL

Copyright © 2018 by The New York Times Company. Reprinted with permission.

Israel Dudley is the first member of his family to attend college. Caleb Kenna for The New York Times
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THE PRINTING OF THE FRESH AIR FUND’S 2018 ANNUAL REPORT HAS 
BEEN GENEROUSLY DONATED BY THE ESTÉE L AUDER COMPANIES INC .
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77 Fresh Air alumni 
were among our 431 
camp staff in 2018.



633 Third Avenue, 14th Floor

New York, NY 10017

212.897.8900 | 800.367.0003

www.FreshAir.org

freshair@freshair.org

 @freshairfund

 @freshairfund

 @thefreshairfund

Fresh Air fundthe
because a summer can last a lifetime TM


